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Just thus the distressed tradesman sees himself
in an ocean of business, and, on that account, in-
volved in difficulties, surrounded with the importu-
nities of his bills,; debts comes slowly in, money is
wanting; he has, perhaps, launched out of his
depth in trade; he has taken too great credit while
his credit was good, and given too great credit to
those whose credit was not so good ; his payments
did not come due before their payments were due
also, and should have been made to answer them:
but the difference lies here; when their payments
are due, they can trespass upon their credit, and
put him off with words instead of money, from one
day to another, and, perhaps, from one week and
month to another; but bills are drawn on him from
the country, payable at the precise time that his
debts are due, for the countrymen cannot stay for
their money: these bills are accepted ; that he can-
not avoid ; and his credit is at stake, and he in the
utmost state of desperation if they are not paid.
Bills run from one tradesman to another, then to
the goldsmith, or to the bank, and are endorsed
from hand to hand ; and every one of these hears
of it: if the tradesman delays payment, his credit
is bandied about at the discretion of every little
fellow, nay, at the mercy of those who have no dis-
cretion: he is insulted at his door by those that
demand payment; and on the Exchange, when the
people meet there through whose hands the bills
may have passed. Sir, says a merchant to his
customer, who paid that bill to him for money,
what did you give me that bill for ? I cannot get
the money. Not the money, sir, says the customer!
why the bill is due, and I thought he had been a
very good man: sure your people have not been
with him for it; or if they have been at his house,
they did not speak with him. I tell you, says the